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East Central Ontario Regional Council  

Meeting of the Assembly of Elders 

Friday, October 4
th

 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Vision of the Assembly of Elders by which we evaluate progress based on: 

 Supporting and enhancing the life of Communities of Faith where ministry takes place  

 Nurturing Social Justice and Outreach programs 

 Building Communications 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE 

 Rev. Paul Reed    Chair  

 Rev. Jean Wilson   Past-Chair       

 Rev. Marilyn Fortin    Member 

 Nancy Sutherland   Member 

 Rev. Phil Wilson   Member  

 Brian James     Corresponding Member - Financial Administration 

 Steve Coles     Member 

 Ted Meyers     Member  

 Rev. Ryan McNally    Member   

 Louise Slobodian   Corresponding Member - Communications and Administration  

     Assistant   

 Sharon Hull    Corresponding Member - Minister for Spiritual Nurture,   

     Respectful Relationship and Justice for all Ages 

 Rev. David Timpson   Corresponding Member, Pastoral Relations Minister 

 Rev. Rosemary Lambie   Corresponding Member, Executive Minister 

 Joel Miller    Corresponding Member, Program Assistant to Executive  

     Minister, Recording Secretary 

  

 REGRETS/ABSENT   

 Rev. D’thea Webster   Member  

 Rev. Steve Spicer   Member 

 Rev. Rodney Smith-Merkley  Corresponding Member - Minister for Respectful Relationship  

     and Indigenous Justice  

 Shannon Marsellus   Member 

 

Meeting called to Order at 9:31 a.m. 

Opening Devotions, Welcoming to the Land – Sharon Hull 

Circle Time of Sharing – all were invited to share 

Appointment of Equity Monitor for this Meeting – Phil Wilson 

Agenda:   

2019-10-04-191 MOTION (M. Fortin/S. Coles) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders accept the agenda as circulated. Carried 

 

2019-10-04-192 MOTION (T. Meyers/J. Wilson) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders recognize Louise Slobodian as a corresponding member. Carried 
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Minutes of August 28, 2019:   

2019-10-04-193 MOTION (J. Wilson/T. Meyers) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders accept the Minutes of August 28
th
 2019 as circulated. Carried 

   

Minutes of September 9, 2019:   

2019-10-04-194MOTION (T. Meyers/P. Wilson) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders accept the Minutes of September 9
th
 2019 as circulated. Carried 

 

Minutes of September 13, 2019 email vote 

2019-10-04-195 MOTION (T. Meyers/S. Coles) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders accept the Minutes of September 13, 2019 

 

AMENDED MOTION from August 28, 2019:   

 
(T. Meyers/ S. Coles) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of Elders approves the sale of 

the Fairview United Church, Fairview, Ontario, being part Lot18 Concession 4, part 1 RP  45R1469 Geographic 

Township of Smith now in the Township of Selwyn, ON municipally known as 724 Centre Line, Selwyn, ON 

K9J 6X5. Property Identifier Number 15-16-020-003-39400 for $395,000 to John Curtis.  

  

The East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of Elders grants approval that the Trustees invest the 

proceeds, net of the selling costs, in secure investments.  The income generated by Investments to be used for 

operations of the community of faith. The principal may be used only on the approval of the Assembly of Elders 

of the East Central Ontario Regional Council of The United Church of Canada". Carried 

 

Correspondence:  
a) September 7, 2019 Fairlie E. Poole, Secretary, FFUC Board re on-going work (referred to Covenant 

Support team) 

b) September 11, 2019 Rev. Wanda Stride re nomination of Marion Blackburn for the Covenant Support 

Team, filling the space left vacant by of Rev. Tim Milley (for action -6) 

c) September 17, 2019 Stephen Young, Representative for the Board of Trustees, Trinity United Church, 

Cannington re request to sever manse from church property for sale of manse (referred to the Mission 

Through Property and Finance Team) 

d) September 24, 2019 Little Britain United Church re support for an application for a Church 

Modernization grant (for action - 2) 

e) September 26, 2019 Rev. David Moore, Simcoe Street United Church, Oshawa re permission for 

restauration to a structural crack in the upper part of the bell tower  (for action - 2) 

f)     September 26, 2019 Toronto United Church Council re Innovative Missional Ministry Training Centre  

on October 26th at Emmanuel College (for information) 

g) September 27, 2019 Bruce Hutchison, re reconciliation project under development by Faith United 

Church with the indigenous community in Kingston (for action -2)  

h) September 30, 2019 Rev. Christopher White, Kedron United Church, Oshawa re ecumenical church 

development beginning with Anglicans (referred to the Mission Through Property and Finance Team) 

i)    October 2, 2019 Bruce McClennan,  Chair, Trustees, Highland Hills United Church re request of 

approval to spend up to $10,000 on insulation of the back wall of our sanctuary (for action  - 2 )   

j) September 20, 2019 re Forums and who populates Tasks groups and forums (for information) 
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Business arising: 

 

Supporting and enhancing the life of Communities of Faith where ministry takes place 

I. Covenanting Support Team 

a) Team progress report – Assembly of Elder representatives (Jean and Steve) – Meeting took place, 

David King chaired, discussion re oversight, eligibility of Ministers for appointment, approaching 

General Secretary re Church Hub’s lag re good standing notifications (lag is affecting calls and 

appointments). 

 

Discussion: The General Secretary is aware of lag; at the Executive Minister’s meeting this past 

week in Toronto, this was discussed and a solution is being sought.  

  

b) Report from Supporting Staff member (David Timpson) see appendix I 

c) Items from Communities of Faith 

d) Items from Liaison Forum (Pastoral Relations) -  

 

A proposal from the Liaison Forum: 

2019-10-04-XXX MOTION (/) In order to clarify the issue of who pays travel expense to 

Pastoral Charge Supervisors and Pastoral Liaison Officers serving communities of faith, the 

Liaison Forum recommends to the Assembly of Elders that any Community of Faith being served 

by a Liaison Officer or Pastoral Charge Supervisor will pay the travel expenses of said officers.  

 

No decision was taken on proposal herein-above. 

 

2019-10-04-196 MOTION (J. Wilson/R. McNally) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council pay the travel expenses of any members being appointed by the Regional Council 

(Pastoral Charge Supervisor, Pastoral Charge Liaisons, etc.) to do work in a Community of Faith 

until a policy is in place. Carried 

 

Scugog Island is in Scugog Township, the northern border of the Durham region,  

2019-10-04-197 MOTION (P. Wilson/J. Wilson) That having received the properly completed form and 

confirmation from the Office of Vocations of the ministers good standing, the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the Appointment of Rev. Ned Wells to Scugog Island Pastoral charge, 

Ontario for part time (10 hours/week) ministry from November 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Carried 

 

Claremont Brougham is in the Oshawa area, 

2019-10-04-198 MOTION (S. Coles/T. Meyers) That having received the properly completed form and 

confirmation from the Office of Vocations of the ministers good standing, the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the Call of Rev. Lionel Ketola to Clairemont Brougham Pastoral charge, 

Ontario for part time (20 hours/week) ministry from Oct 1, 2019. With the following condition: 

 

The Claremont Brougham Pastoral charge is required to form a Joint Ministry and Personnel Committee with the 

Goodwood Pastoral Charge. Carried  

 

2019-10-04-199 MOTION (J. Wilson/ S. Coles) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders request a Policy regarding ‘Joint Ministry and Personnel Committee when sharing ministry personnel’ be 

from the Covenant Support Leadership Team. Carried 
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Bath Morvin Pastoral Charge is to the west of Kingston along the shore of Lake Ontario 

2019-10-04-200 MOTION (P. Wilson/S. Coles) That having received the properly completed form and 

confirmation from the Office of Vocations of the ministers good standing, the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the appointment of retired Supply minister Rev. Brad Ford  to Bath Morven 

Pastoral charge, Ontario for part time (20 hours/week) ministry from Oct 1,2019 to June 30
th
 2020. Carried 

 

St Stephen’s Pastoral Charge is in Oshawa, they are currently under appointment due to a LTD   

2019-10-04-201 MOTION (S. Coles/J. Wilson) That having received the properly completed form and 

confirmation from the Office of Vocations of the ministers good standing, the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the Appointment of Diaconal Minister Michele Hofman to St. Stephen’s 

Pastoral charge, Oshawa Ontario for part time (30 hours/week) ministry from September 1, 2019 to June 30
th
 

2020. Carried 

 

Trinity Providence Pastoral Charge, Bobcaygeon Ontario to the North West of Lindsay 

2019-10-04-202 MOTION (M. Fortin/P. Wilson) That having received the properly completed form and 

confirmation from the Office of Vocations of the ministers good standing with the exception of a racial Justice 

course, the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of Elders approves the Appointment of Retired 

Supply Rev. Bob Root to Trinity Providence Pastoral charge, Bobcaygeon Ontario for part time (20 hours/week) 

ministry from April 1, 2019 to Dec 31
st
 2019. With the following condition; 

 

A) That the appointee complete the Racial Justice course. 

B)  That the appointment be Eligible to be renewed to June 30th, 2020, only if the Racial Justice Course is 

completed by Dec. 31, 2019. Carried 

 

2019-10-04-203 MOTION (P. Wilson/M. Fortin) Having received the assurance of the training from Pastoral 

Relations Minister, the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of Elders appoints Rev. Bruce Fraser of 

Stirling as a Pastoral Relations Liaison and adds him to the Liaison Forum. Carried  

 

2019-10-04-204 MOTION (T. Meyers/J. Wilson) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders extend the appointment of Rev. Nancy Lester to Rural Faith United Church in Northumberland County 

until eligibility regarding registration on Church Hub is resolved or December 31
st
 2019. Carried 

 

 

II. Mission through Property and Finance:  

a) Team Progress report – Assembly of Elder representatives (Ted Meyers, Brian James) –is looking at 

El Salvador Fund; learning about existing funds and about the terms (or restrictions on using funds); 

 

b) Report from Supporting Staff Members (Rosemary Lambie) – 

 

Provide access to SharePoint to Brian so that he can see past-minutes of Presbyteries and 

Conference, and look at financial statements, audit packages, etc.). November 29
th
 Executive Minutes 

of Bay of Quinte Conference should have all of this information. Follow up with Welsh & Co. 

(auditors) 

  

c) Revised Policy  Regarding Proceeds from Sales of Property (see appendix A)  

 

Discussion: There was the suggestion to create a flowsheet. 

It was highlighted to share news of Federal funding for lighting in churches on website.  
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2019-10-04-205 MOTION (T. Meyers/J. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Assembly of Elders approves the revised “Policy Regarding Proceeds from the Sale of Property”. 

Carried  
 

d) Items from Communities of Faith 

i Four Winds Presbytery Development Corporation; Faith United Church (see appendix C) 

2019-10-04-206 MOTION (T. Meyers/P Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders gives “approval in principle” to proceeding with the 

development of a Memorandum Of Understanding with Faith United Church and refers to the 

Mission through Property and Finance Team for assessment and further recommendation. 

Carried  
 

                        ii.      Little Britain United Church 

2019-10-04-207 MOTION (T. Meyers/S. Coles) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the Church Modernization Support Grant request from 

Little Britain United Church, Little Britain, Ontario for $4893.00 and will forward this 

request to the national office. Carried 

 

iii.      Simcoe Street United Church, Oshawa (see appendix B) 

2019-10-04-208 MOTION (T. Meyers/S. Coles) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders acknowledges receipt of the structural report indicating the need 

for immediate restoration to a structural crack in the upper part of the bell tower of Simcoe 

Street United Church, Oshawa at a cost to not exceed  $220,000 +HST. Carried 

 

                      iv)       Faith United Church, Kingston (see appendix C) 

 2019-10-04-209 MOTION (J. Wilson/T. Meyers) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders gives “approval in principle” to proceeding with the 

development of a “Walking the Path of Peace together” initiative. Carried 

 

                       v)       Highland Hills United Church (see appendix D) 

2019-10-04-210 MOTION (T. Meyers/M. Fortin) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders approves the request of Highland Hills United Church to spend 

up to $10,000 on insulation of the back wall of the sanctuary, paid from investments made 

from the sale of Twelve Mile Lake Church. Carried 

 

Mission Support Grants for 2020 grants  

2019-10-04-211 MOTION: (T. Meyers/J. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Assembly of Elders approves the 2020 Mission Support grant recommendations of the Mission 

through Property and Finance Leadership Team from September 23, 2019. Carried 

  

 Mission Support Request 

 

$$  

Requested 

$$ 

Recommend  

1 Abbey Retreat Centre - Haliburton 

Moved by Bruce Hutchinson, Seconded by David Mantle, that the 

Mission Support request from Abbey Retreat Centre, be 

recommended for approval by the Regional Council.  Carried 

 

$2,000 $2,000 

2 Bedford House M&S   - Peterborough  

Moved by Bruce Hutchinson, Seconded by Brian James, that the 

Mission Support request from Bedford House M&S, be 

$30,000 $20,000 
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recommended for approval by the Regional Council.  Carried 

Note: they should be recommended to approach EDGE for their 

continuing support for the remaining $10,000. 

 

3 Westminster United Church - Whitby 

St Vincent’s Pallotti’s Kitchen 

Moved by Brian James, Seconded by Bruce Hutchinson, that the 

Mission Support request from Westminster United Church  -  Whitby, 

St Vincent’s Pallotti’s Kitchen, be recommended for approval by the 

Regional Council.  Carried 

 

$5,000 to be granted from 2019 Funds. 
 

$5,000 $0 

To be granted 

rom 2019 

funds 

4 Grand River Spiritual and Educational Resources  - Paris - Five 

Oaks 

 

$11,000 $10,000 

5 Faith United Church  -  Kingston 

Moved by Bruce Hutchinson, Seconded by Rev. Mary-Margaret 

Boone, that the Mission Support request from Faith United Church  

-  Kingston, be recommended for approval by the Regional Council.  

Carried 

 

$17,500 $17,500 

6 Haliburton County Non-Profit Places for People Corporation - 

Minden 

Moved by Bruce Hutchinson, Seconded by Rev. Mary-Margaret 

Boone, that the Mission Support request from Haliburton County 

Non-Profit Places for People Corporation -Minden, 

be recommended for approval by the Regional Council.  Carried 

 

$1,000 $1,000 

7 Minden Food Bank  -  Minden 

Moved by Bruce Hutchinson, Seconded by Rev. Mary-Margaret 

Boone, that the Mission Support request from Minden Food Bank  -  

Minden, be recommended for approval by the Regional Council.  

Carried 

 

$1,500 $1,500 

    

 Total $68,000 $52,000 

 

Discussion:  

 Note - Abbey Retreat Centre application in the future. 

 What is the formal relationship with Grand River Spiritual and Educational Resources?   

 Reminder that Financial Reports must be submitted when money from Mission Support is fully received 

(usually annually). 

 

e) Additional pending work of the team:  

i. Criteria for Student Bursary (to do as per 2019-06-26-167 MOTION)  

 

2019-06-26-167 MOTION (J. Wilson/P. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly of 

Elders recommend to the Mission through Property Leadership Team to develop and propose a criteria for 

student bursaries and present to the Assembly of Elders. Carried 
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f) Treasurer Report and draft 2020 budget (see appendix E) 

 

2019-10-04-212 MOTION: (T. Meyers/J. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders recommend the amended 2020 budget to the General Meeting on 

November 9
th
 2019. Carried 

 

III. Governance:    

a) Revised Governance Document  

2019-10-04-213 MOTION: (S. Coles/P. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Assembly of Elders name Jean Wilson, Ryan McNally, Paul Reed and Joel Miller to form a 

writing-team to revise the Governance Handbook, incorporating the comments received during 

the Inaugural Meeting. Carried 

  

Nurturing Social Justice and Outreach programs 

IV. Formation Nurture and Justice 

a) Team Progress report – (Marilyn Fortin) Assembly of Elder representatives (see appendix J) 

b) Report from Supporting Staff Members (Sharon Hull) – (see appendix K) 

c) Truth and Reconciliation Report - Rev. Rodney Smith-Merkley (see appendix F)  

 

Building Communications 

 

V. Communications: Newsletter, Website, Broadview, registration for Nov 9
th
 - Louise 

 

VI.  Additional Reports 

a. Nominations: nomination of Marion Blackburn for the Covenant Support Team, filling the 

vacancy left by Rev. Tim Milley, and of Patricia Teskey to the Affirming Forum. 

 

2019-10-04-214 MOTION (J. Wilson/M. Fortin) that the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council Assembly of Elders receive the recommendation from the Nominations Leadership 

Team of Marion Blackburn appointment to the Covenant Support Team. Carried 

 

b. Equity Report (Phil Wilson) – see appendix L 

 

2019-10-04-215 MOTION (S. Coles/P. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Assembly of Elders direct to the Equity Leadership Team to create and populate an Affirming 

Forum who can create an Affirming Forum’s term of reference. Carried  

 

c. Forums (re Wanda Stride’s comments coming from Nomination’s Leadership Team) who populates 

Tasks groups and forums)?  - Discussion: Who populates is to be determined by the Teams.  

 

VII. Fall Meeting Planning 

(1) East Central Ontario Regional Council Fall General Meeting Draft Agenda (see appendix G) 

(2) Local Arrangements: hosted at Eastminster United Church, Belleville 

(3) Lunch: provided by St. Matt’s Food Ministry, suggested Refreshment fee of $20 

(4) Facilitation Team (Jean Wilson, Phil Wilson, Steve Coles, Marilyn Fortin, David Timpson) 
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2019-10-04-216 MOTION (P. Wilson/J. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Assembly of Elders creates a permanent planning team of Regional Council General Meetings. 

Carried  

 

(5) Preparations 

 a mission strategy in response to the directions of the Regional Council (see appendix H) 

 revised practice and policy Governance Handbook,  

 Clarify or create Regional Team mandates,  

 Parliamentarians for meeting 

 Stewards for meeting 

 An operational budget and forecast.   

(6) Registration closes on 26
th
 of October 

(7) Registration will be organized by staff with local arrangement assistance 

 

New Business:   Spring Meeting 

Invitation from Pickering Village United Church (300 Church Street, Ajax). They are available to hold the 

meeting on the 3 weekends: 

 

Friday May 22 to Sunday May 24 

 

 

2019-10-04-217 MOTION (N. Sutherland/J. Wilson) that the East Central Ontario Regional Council Assembly 

of Elders accept the date of May 22 to May 24 as dates of Annual General Meeting. Carried  

 

This includes setup on the Thursday and having a team to provide lunch and snacks. They are holding these 3 

weekends for the Regional Council and would appreciate hearing back as soon as possible (after the October 4
th
 

meeting).  

 

Opening worship for next meeting - David Timpson 

 

Closing Prayer – Sharon Hull, closing benediction 

 

Equity Monitor Report Phil Wilson 

 

Next Meeting Dates:  Friday, November 1 9:00 – 12 ZOOM  

                                     Saturday, November 9  RC gathering, Eastminster UC, Belleville 

 

The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

Paul Reed 

Chair 

 

Rev. Rosemary Lambie,  

Executive Minister 
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Appendix A Revised Policy  Regarding Proceeds from 

Sales of Property 

Pages 183-184 

Appendix B Simcoe St Brick Restoration Contract Pages 185-192 

Appendix C “Walking the Path of Peace together” 

initiative 

Pages 193-194 

Appendix D Highland Hills United re insulation of the 

back wall of the sanctuary 

Pages 195-198 

Appendix E Draft 2020 budget, East Central Ontario 
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Pages 199-201 

Appendix F Report from the Minister for Respectful 

Relationship and Indigenous Justice 

Page 202 

Appendix G East Central Ontario Regional Council Fall 
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Appendix H Mission Strategy directions of the Regional 
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Pages 206-207 

Appendix I Report of the Pastoral Relations Minister Page 208 

Appendix J Report from Formation Nurture and Justice Page 209 

Appendix K Report from Minister for Spiritual Nurture, 

Respectful Relationship and Justice for all 

Ages 

Pages 210 

Appendix L Report from Equity Leadership Team 

 Equity ECORC 2019 inaugural 

meeting feedback 
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members sept 24 2019-3 

 Equity Team Meeting Sept 24 2019 
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Appendix A 

 

Policy Regarding Proceeds from the Sale of Property  

POLICY NAME: Policy regarding Proceeds from the Sale 

of Property  

Date Approved:  

 Review date:  

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to clarify expectations of Communities of Faith regarding the 

sale of Church Property. The Manual C.2.6.  

Preamble   

This document outlines the Eastern Central Ontario Regional Council’s policy and best practices regarding the 

disposition of proceeds from the sale of congregational property.   

Policy   

When Congregational property is being sold by a Community of Faith that is not disbanding, the following 

guidelines for the use of net proceeds from the sale: 

a) 10% be remitted to the United Church of Canada for the on-going support of Indigenous Ministry. 

b) 90% be retained by the Community of Faith with an approved ministry plan for the use of the proceeds by the 

Regional Council that is financially sustainable. The Regional Council will normally require that the remaining 

capital from the sale be protected and invested and that the Community of Faith be limited to drawing up to 5% of 

the value of the invested capital in any given year to support its operating budget.  If the Community of Faith puts 

before the Regional Council a ministry plan, the Regional Council may allow the Community of Faith to use 

some or all of the remaining capital from the sale to implement the ministry plan.  This may include capital 

expenses.   

 When Congregational property is being sold by a Community of Faith that is disbanding, the following 

guidelines apply for the disposition of net proceeds from the sale: 

a) 10% be remitted to the United Church of Canada for the on-going support of Indigenous Ministry.  

b) 10% to the Toronto United Church Council’s Sustainable Energy Loan Fund.                                                                                                                           

c) 20% be remitted to the Eastern Central Ontario Regional Council to support the Mission Strategy of the 

Regional Council.  

d) 20% be remitted to the United Church of Canada Mission and Ministry for on-going support of the ministry of 

the wider church.  

e) 40% be directed for purposes within The United Church of Canada and which is approved by the Regional 

Council before the disbanding of the Community of Faith.  If a Community of Faith disbands without such a plan, 

it becomes the responsibility of the Regional Council to determine the disposition of the remaining funds.  

Note:  Net proceeds means the amount left over after all expenses directly related to the sale of the property have 

been paid, e.g.: real estate fees, legal fees, cost of surveys and so on.  

The Manual 2019 section re: 

C.2.6  Property 
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 The regional council is responsible for: 

 a) co-operating with the community of faith in buying, selling, leasing, and renovating community of 

faith property, and distributing any proceeds within denominational policies and guidelines, including 

i) making decisions on requests from communities of faith to buy, sell, mortgage, exchange, 

renovate, lease, or otherwise deal with community of faith property;  

The regional council makes decisions relating to the property of    amalgamating 

congregations. See Congregational Life G.1.4.5.  

ii) making decisions on the meaning of the terms “other major assets” and “major 

renovations” for that regional council;  

The terms “other major assets” and “major renovations” are   explained in 

Congregational Life G.2.1.2 and G.2.1.3.  

iii) communicating the meanings of those terms to each community of faith within the 

bounds served by the regional council; and  

There are three exceptions to the regional council’s responsibility for   making 

decisions about the property of communities of faith that are congregations. They 

are set out in Congregational Life G.2.2.2, G.2.2.3, and G.2.2.4.  

b) making decisions on the property of communities of faith remaining after the communities of faith 

cease to exist; and 

  

c) buying, selling, leasing, and renovating regional property, and distributing any proceeds within 

denominational guidelines. 
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Appendix C 

 

To: East Central Ontario Regional Assembly of Elders, The United Church of Canada 

From: Bruce Hutchinson, Acting Chair, Four Winds Presbytery Development Corporation. 

Date: Approval in Principle of use of land for Reconciliation 

 

The purpose of this proposal is to gain “approval in principle” for the use, of property held by Four Winds 

Presbytery Development Corporation, (The Corporation), for a reconciliation initiative involving indigenous 

peoples in the Kingston area.   

 

The property was purchased by the predecessor of The Corporation, with the objective of providing a building site 

for a newly established congregation, Faith United Church, in the eastern district of Kingston.  The attached 

timeline summary provides the background information on this site.  The congregation decided in 2015 that they 

were definitely not interested in proposing a building for the site but prayerfully considered some kind of 

community service for the land.  The congregation decided to explore using the land for a reconciliation initiative, 

while educating themselves.  The results of many meetings and much discernment is outlined in the attached 

document, the most significant of which is the creation of a joint local Land Circle/Council. 

 

The Corporation, which owns the property, has been kept informed of developments and for three years has 

signed a lease agreement with Faith United Church for $1.00 per year, which has allowed the land to be used for 

the purposes indicated in the attached summary.   

 

At a recent meeting of members of the Land Council and Faith United Church with The Corporation, it was noted 

that a lot of time, relationship work and personal resources have already been expended in developing the concept 

of a Land Circle/Council.   This contribution to reconciliation between settlers and indigenous people has and is 

occurring with no guarantee that the land could eventually be available for a reconciliation initiative.  While 

members of Faith United Church have developed a good degree of trust, we know that “trust” is a real concern for 

indigenous peoples.  At the recent meeting, it was proposed that a “memorandum of understanding” (MOU) be 

created to confirm that this property could be used as a reconciliation initiative provided that mutually agreed 

criteria for development of the Land Circle/Council were met.   

 

We have brought this concept to the Council of Elders for the following reasons: 

1. To make you aware of this grass-roots initiative of reconciliation 

2. To seek your “approval in principle” to proceeding with the development of a MOU for presentation to 

the Property and Finance Committee for assessment and recommendation 

3. To inform the Regional Council that if the development of an MOU proceeds that Faith United, The Land 

Circle/Council will probably seek ECORC assistance in cost sharing for this work. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Bruce Hutchinson, Four Winds Presbytery Development Council; Carol Rogers Faith United 
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Report from Minister for Respectful Relationship and Indigenous Justice 

 

1) I attended the formation, nurture and justice team meeting yesterday. It felt good to be supported by that group. 

We had some conversation about the possibility of Inviting Chief Don Maracle or other members of the 

Tyendenaga community to our November 9 meeting. I am glad to support this work as directed. 

 

2) I worked with Louise in creating a respectful relations newsletter with a number of events centering around 

orange shirt day. We wondered if this might be a quarterly practice, or if events specific to respectful relationship 

and indigenous justice should simply be in the more general newsletter and on the webpage. 

 

3) I attended a UCW presbyterial meeting at Elim Lodge to offer A land acknowledgement. I also offered myself 

as a speaking resource to the women there, And to connect them in other ways with indigenous individuals and 

events. 
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4) I have been in conversation with Bruce Hutchinson and others around the walking the path to peace together 

land initiative. 

 

5) I have been in conversation with Nancy Wilson and Dorinda Volmer and will be hosting them and their 

communities, and other indigenous congregations for a fellowship meeting at the Curve Lake church on October 

28.   Some indigenous communities in Ontario and Quebec met this week to discuss concerns with events at the 

indigenous spiritual gathering in August and how to be the church together in a good way. 

 

6) I am excited to be travelling to Bella Bella on October 12 to witness the opening of a big house, the House of 

the Heiltsuk.     I hope to be present for for five days of potlatching!  This is a historic event as the community has 

been fundraising for over 50 years for this initiative. Governments have supported this project as part of 

reconciliation efforts. I would be pleased to share some stories and some photos as part of the November 9 

meeting,  and could likely offer a written summary to go out in a regional newsletter late October or early 

November. 

 

Respectfully,  

Rev. Rodney Smith-Merkley 
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Appendix I 

 

Report of the Pastoral Relations Minister 

October 2019 

 

The last month has again been vary busy. I have been focused on the beginning work of the covenant support 

Team, the Retiree’s Forum, the LLWL Forum and the continued work of the liaison Forum. 

We are working towards a solid committee structure and this brings many conversations around the boundaries of 

the committee work. I am impressed with the make up of the Covenant Support Team. The Covenant support is 

looking for clear direction around the process of calls and appointments. Can they approve them or will they be 

still coming to the assembly? Is there a difference between the regular appointments and rea appointments and 

new pastoral relations relationships?    

I am working on the process questions generated by the LLWL policy and the new structure. We have new LLWL 

applicants from last years course and need to sort out licencing and the annual renewal process and how it rests in 

our structure. I am meeting with the forum on Oct 23
rd

. I hope to have some clarity by then.  

I have spent a fair amount of time working with the Office of Vocations and the national church on a couple of 

issues that are happening in churches of this region. Karen and I continue to have a weekly conversation usually 

on Tuesday mornings. I expect to process the end of the pastoral relationship between Tim Milley and  Cataraqui 

United Church Sunday Oct 6
th
. This may or may not require action of the assembly in the following days.  

The final week of October I will be at a national gathering of Pastoral Relations Ministers. I expect in te coming 

weeks to see the beginning of on line documents. This will mean pastoral charges will and ministers will only be 

able to access calls and appointments on the hub. We will all have to adjust to the end of paper documents.  

The final piece of my work just now is learning the new software necessary for this change. I have a new 

dashboard that should give me more access to the databases of the national church.  

My most regular question this month has been from ministers who can now see on the hub information on their 

mandatory courses that does not reflect face to face training. 

And the Question appearing in my meditation just now is  

How do we live the radical exuberant abundance of Jesus, in the midst of a church so deeply operating from a 

place of scarcity?  
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Appendix J 

 

Formation, Faith, and Justice Team 

Trinity-St. Andrew's Church, Brighton, ON 

October 2, 2019 

 

 

Our team met for the first time on Wednesday, October 2, in Brighton, Ontario.  

We had good representation from the team. It was a really enjoyable meeting. 

David Moore volunteered to be a Chairperson and Meggin King volunteered to be a Secretary. 

 

As we gathered, we offered thanks to God for the work before us, and spent a few minutes getting to know one 

another, offering insights on who we are, and how we got to this place in our lives. 

 

1. A review of the terms of reference for our group brought an action plan to explore a little further the 

background and current work on the Mission Priorities named from our Inaugural Regional Meeting. Different 

committee members will take on different 'research' tasks. These include: 

Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action- Rodney 

Place at the Table-  Meggin 

Rural Ministry- not named, although there were names of a number of people in the wider community who might 

help. 

Children and Youth- Sharon. 

Care of Creation- A number of people were named who may have some input for this item. 

 

We talked about our commitment to support an ECORC Youth Executive, Sharon expressed that the Executive 

was formed by the youth with most of those youth now away at school. This will be a topic discussed at the 

November 9th meeting and brought back to the team.  

 

We talked about how we can support the work for Right Relations, and the sense that for Indigenous communities 

of faith within our Regional Council there is an uncertainty as to how they will relate to the wider church. 

Conversations continue following the Indigenous Spiritual gathering in August.  

 

We spoke of our participation in denominational life, acting as a conduit between communities of faith and 

General Council, and expressed concern for clarification of the sorts of clergy training we are called to do. 

 

2.     We also agreed that we may need a couple more people on the committee- we will discern that as our work 

goes on. We would like to be able to increase our diversity and perspective by including a person from a 

racialized background, if at all possible, to our group.  

 

We are excited about the work we are called to undertake, and look forward to putting our creative energies to 

work, to build our relationships with God, each other, and our communities. 
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Appendix K 

 

October, 2019  Report for Assembly of Elders By Sharon Hull 

Spiritual Nurture, Respectful Relationships and Justice with All Ages 

           
 

 Meeting with Marilyn about the Formation, Nurture and Justice Team 

 Went to the Curve Lake Pow Wow with some young adults 

 1st Equity meeting on Zoom 

 Attended the Climate Strike in Port Perry with some Young Adults, this strike was organized by a youth 

from Port Perry 

 Connecting with and mentoring youth, young adults and youth leaders 

 Registration is open for the bus to Niagara Youth Festival, poster to advertise, added to newsletter and 

events page on website, permission forms completed 

 Many Zoom connections with other YAYA staff 

 Event in Uxbridge- September 29- Ecumenical Communion Service, walk through Uxbridge- made 

contacts - Rev. Leigh Kern- Anglican Diocese of Toronto-Coordinator of Indigenous Ministries and 

reconciliation Animator 

 1st meeting in person of Formation Nurture and Justice team 

 Final forms completed and submitted, now waiting for Government grant money for the VIBE program 

 I have called down to IT to get my computer to work 

 I have registered for my boundaries course online on October 24 

 Youth reps will be invited to the fall meeting to participate in the meeting, we will spend some time 

together at lunch to discuss the youth executive 
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