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Meeting of the Council of Elders 
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Zoom Teleconferencing  

 
   East Central Ontario Regional Council 

Meeting of the Council of Elders 

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 – 1 PM 

 

Vision of the Council of Elders by which we evaluate progress based on: 

Strengthened by God’s grace and refreshed by the Spirit, 

We follow the way of Jesus in healing our world. 

 

 IN ATTENDANCE 

Stephen Coles    Member, Speaker 

Rev. Michelle Brotherton  Member (incoming) 

Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly   Member, Executive Minister  

Rev. David King   Member 

Ted Meyers    Member (incoming) 

Rev. David Moore   Member, General Council 45 Leading Commissioner 

Rev. Brian Nicholson   Member  

Rev. Kaitlyn Ostrander   Member  

Joyce Payne    Member, Speaker-Elect 

Sheila-Mae Young   Member  

Sharon Hull Corresponding Member, Minister for Spiritual Nurture, 

Respectful Relationships and Justice with All Ages 

Rev. Darren Liepold   Corresponding Member, Congregational Support Minister 

Joel Miller    Corresponding Member, Program Assistant to Executive 

     Minister, Recording Secretary  

 

REGRETS/ABSENT   

Rev. Kevin Fitzpatrick   Member  

Patti James    Member (incoming) 

Brian James     Member, Financial Administration 

Rev. Lynn Watson   Member 

 

Land Acknowledgement and Opening Devotion – Stephen Coles, Speaker, led the land acknowledgment and 

shared an opening prayer.  

 

Time for sharing – All are invited to share. 

 

Appointment of an Equity Support Person for this Meeting 

2025-09-02-001 MOTION (J. Payne/K. Ostrander) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders 

appoint Rev. David King as Equity Support Person for this meeting. CARRIED 

 

* The equity score card can be used following this meeting and submitted to the Equity Leadership Team: 

https://ecorcuccan.ca/resources/accessibility/  

 

Minutes of June 3, 2025  (DEFERRED ACCEPTANCE TO OCTOBER MEETING) 

2025-09-02-000 MOTION (/) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders approve the minutes of 

June 3, 2025, as circulated.  

 

 

 

https://ecorcuccan.ca/resources/accessibility/
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Email Poll of July 23, 2025 

2025-09-02-002 MOTION (S-M Young/B. Nicholson) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders 

receive into its minutes the email poll of July 23, 2025: 

 

2025-07-23-004 MOTION (J. Payne/S-M Young) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of 

Elders approve the following people to serve on the Cambridge Street United Church appeal board: 

 

• The Rev. David King 

• Ted Meyers 

• The Rev. Michelle Brotherton 

• The Rev. Ryan McNally 

 

CARRIED 

 

CARRIED 

 

Email Poll of July 24, 2025 

2025-09-02-003 MOTION (S-M Young/D. King) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders receive 

into its minutes the email poll of July 24, 2025: 

 

2025-07-23-004 MOTION (S-M Young/J. Payne) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of 

Elders approve the Executive Minister’s draft of a letter to be sent to the complainants at Dunbarton-

Fairport regarding their appeal. CARRIED 

 

CARRIED 

 

Agenda  

2025-09-02-004 MOTION (S-M Young/K. Ostrander) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders 

accept the agenda as circulated. CARRIED 

 

Business Arising  

 

a) Way Forward – Vision 2035:  

i) Vision Keepers – Rev. Darren shared how the Regional Council has been divided into 8 sub-

regions (60 km radius). Division of subregions uses strengths and weakness of congregations. 

Vision Keepers are scheduled to meeting in second week of September. More details and planning 

for moving forward will be shared during this meeting. A visual representation will be made 

available upon request to Darren (added to SharePoint).  

 

ii) New Council of Elders Agenda Format – Consent agenda format is still a priority for future 

meetings and will hopefully be used at the next Council of Meeting. 

 

b) Vacancy on the Council of Elders – A call for expression of interests have gone out; the Nominations 

Leadership Team shared that there are currently three people who have expressed interest. A 

recommendation could come to next meeting and then recommended to General Meeting in the Fall.  

 

c) Covenant Support Team Chair – Currently Patti James is the Chair.   

 

d) Updates From Prior Decisions  
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- Dunbarton-Fairport – Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly shared that there has been no response to the 

Council of Elders’ decision not to proceed with an appeal process. Ongoing work with the 

congregations continues. Rev. Kaitlyn Ostrander is currently providing pastoral care.  

- Cambridge Street appeal – Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly shared Regional Council Appeal team is 

meeting in near future to review the application for appeal.  

- Here From the Beginning Exhibit – History of the Black Community within The United 

Church of Canada (Sharon Hull) – An update will be made available at the October Council of 

Edlers meeting. This raises the questions about the Executive Ministers ability to spend (could a 

request for $750 be made instead of having to come to Council of Elders – suggested to have 

Ministry Through Property & Finance to consider proposing a recommending regarding the 

Executive Minister’s ability to make small financial decisions on behalf of the Regional Council.  

- Maple Grove United Church – Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly highlighted many of the correspondence 

related to Maple Grove. The Church has been sold (August 28, 2025). A legal challenge may come 

forth regarding the notice about the future of the church. It was highlighted that other local United 

Churches have been watching developments and have noted that the Islamic Community is doing 

everything to be welcoming and extending invitation to allow their neighbors to get to know them. 

There are those who are currently working towards building relations and strengthening 

community. A time of prayer was had to hold all involved in love and hope for the future.  

- Incorporated Ministries Supervision transition to GCO – Rev. Eric Hebert shared that there is 

a lot of movement by the General Council office in relation to the regional councils Incorporated 

Ministries; this body will be called upon to make decisions at times (as in the agenda below 

regarding AOTS Community Homes).  

- GC45 update (David Moore) – Highlighted the process for dealing with proposal at general 

council 45 (use of way-forward teams to collate discussion and move decisions forward). The 

Indigenous Council and First Third Ministries were highlighted as a conversation provoking items. 

Worship was uplifting, Then, Let Us Sing! was introduced (hymnal resource).  It is the hope that a 

condensed summary of GC will go out to Communities of Faith in the near future (https://united-

church.ca/news/united-church-issues-bold-hopeful-call-action-peace-and-justice). GC 45 

continues to meet over the next couple of years. Chime online app was used to study library of 

information re proposal (one proposal seemed to be lacking in terms of information). It was 

highlighted that a report to the Regional Council should go to the fall general meeting.    

 

Incoming Correspondence  

a) June 5, 2025, Rev. Nancy Wilson, Keene and Hiawatha United Church, re message of gratitude for the 

Council of Elders regarding Clergy Retreat (for information);  

b) June 5, 2025, Allan Smith-Reeve responding to outgoing correspondence from Sheila-Mae Young re 

ECORC charity status being assigned to Bedford House for interim, and naming ECORC rep onto its board 

(for information);  

c) June 10, 2025, copied on a letter from Karren Valley, Program Coordinator, Pastoral Relations & Remedial 

Processes, to the Board and ECORC Commission to Saint-John’s United Church (Campbellford) re J.6.3 

Ministry Personnel Review Update (for information);  

d) June 11, 2025, copied on a letter from Sarah Gearing, Maple Grove United Church, to Mayer Adrienne 

Foster, Municipality of Clarington, re recent purchase of Maple Grove United Church by Islamic 

Community (for information);  

e) June 16, 2025, Roger West, Chair of the Board, St. Mark’s United Church, re request for the appointment 

of a Regional Council Liaison to St. Mark’s United Church (referred to Covenant Support Leadership 

Team);  

f) June 20, 2025, Paul Pierson, Treasurer, Westminster United Church, re Project 2035 (for information); 

https://united-church.ca/news/united-church-issues-bold-hopeful-call-action-peace-and-justice
https://united-church.ca/news/united-church-issues-bold-hopeful-call-action-peace-and-justice
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g) June 25, 2025, Sarah Charters, President, The United Church of Canada Foundation, re funds received 

from the disbanding of Prince Albert United Church (for information);  

h) July 8, 2025, Bruce Glass, Chair, Cambridge Street United Church, re confirmation of hosting ECORC 

Spring General Meeting on April 30-May 1, 2027 (for information); 

i) July 8, 2025, Susan Jackson, Information & Statistics Coordinator, Organizational Development and 

Strategy, The United Church of Canada, re disbanding of Northminster Pastoral Charge and outstanding 

2025 denominational assessment (for information);  

j) July 16, 2025, Nathan Gardner, Executive Director, Back Door Mission, re follow up to previous 

conversations (for information);  

k) August 1, 2025, Sarah Gearing, Maple Grove United Church, re formal request for proof of sale and 

community concerns regarding Maple Grove United Church (for information);  

l) August 20, 2025, Mr. Desmond Vandenberg, re request for clarification about the sale of a parcel of land 

from the church to a developer (for information) – see 2025-08-12 Mark Street Redevelopment 

Complaint.pdf; 

m) August 25, 2025, Mr. Desmond Vandenberg, re request for clarification about the sale of a parcel of land 

from the church to a developer (for information); 

n) August 25, 2025, Beverlea Renwick, re next steps for AOTS Community Homes (for action under New 

Business) – See By-Law Number 2.doc 

o) August 27, 2025, Rev. Wanda Stride, re increasing the number of meetings of the East Central Regional 

Council (for action under section I).  

 

Outgoing Correspondence 

p) June 5, 2025, Shiela-Mae Young, Secretary, Ministry Through Property & Finance Leadership team to 

Allan Smith Reeve re ECORC charity status being assigned to Bedford House for interim, and naming 

ECORC rep onto it’s board (for information); 

q) June 20, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, responding to Paul Pierson, Treasurer, 

Westminster United Church, re Project 2035 (for information); 

r) June 26, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, acknowledging receipt of letter from Sarah 

Gearing, Maple Grove United Church, to Mayer Adrienne Foster, Municipality of Clarington, re recent 

purchase of Maple Grove United Church by Islamic Community (for information); 

s) July 16, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, responding to Nathan Gardner, Executive 

Director, Back Door Mission, re follow up to previous conversations (for information); 

t) July 22, 2025, Rev. Darren Liepold, Congregational Support Minister to Johanne Blake and Lynn Ikeda, 

re request for reconsideration of complaint (for information); 

u) July 23, 2025, Rev. Darren Liepold, Congregational Support Minister to Robert Bennett, re complaint 

under the Creating Safe and Respectful Environment’s Policy of The United Church of Canada (for 

information);  

v) August 18, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, responding to Sarah Gearing, Maple Grove 

United Church, re formal request for proof of sale and community concerns regarding Maple Grove United 

Church (for information); 

w) August 20, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, to Mr. Desmond Vandenberg, re request for 

clarification about the sale of a parcel of land from the church to a developer (for information) – see 2025-

08-12 Mark Street Redevelopment Complaint.pdf;  

x) August 25, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, Certificate of the Executive Minister of the 

Regional Council to Resolution Giving Consent, in the Matter of Maple Grove United Church (for 

information);  

y) August 25, 2025, Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly, Executive Minister, to Mr. Desmond Vanderberg, re request for 

clarification about the sale of a parcel of land from the church to a developer (for information) 
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Business arising grouped according to confirmed Guiding Principles 

 

I. All Communities of Faith participate in ECORC meetings and initiatives 

 

a) Dates of future meetings: 

- October 25th, 2025 Fall Meeting – Alderville, ON  

- May 1st – 2nd, 2026, Annual General Meeting – Trinity United Church, Cobourg ON 

- April 30th – May 1st 2027 (Cambridge Street United Church, Lindsay, ON). 

 

b) Proposed Dates Future General Meetings (to be confirmed): 

2026 

November 14th    TBD         (Crossroads United Church, Kingston, ON) 

November 13th    TBD (Trinity-St. Andrew’s United Church, Brighton, ON)    

 

c) Planning for Fall Meeting – a site visit will be upcoming. Details still unfolding. Hope that this 

meeting becomes more relational building between the Regional Council  

  

d) Correspondence O – All were asked to consider Rev. Wanda Stride’s correspondence suggesting 

more regional council meetings in the future, in particular in response by community leadership 

seeking more gathering 

 

II. Clergy, lay leaders and communities of faith express satisfaction with the support, development 

opportunities and communication they receive 

 

III. Those involved in any way with ECORC demonstrate awareness of our Vision and Mission statements, and 

express a feeling of connection to and commitment to the work of ECORC 

 

IV. People in all roles and capacities within ECORC are aware of Council decisions and policies, and know 

where to find the information they need  

 

a) Covenant Support Leadership Team (CST)  

- See East Central Ontario Regional Council Covenant Support Meeting Minutes of June 10, 

2025 as Appendix A 

 

2025-09-032-005 MOTION (J. Payne/K. Ostrander) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

of Elders receive for information the minutes of the Covenant Support Leadership Team for meeting 

held on June 10, 2025. CARRIED 

 

V. The number of church buildings in our Regional Council that are accessible is increasing. There is faithful 

stewardship of property and finances 

 

a) Ministry Through Property and Finance Leadership Team (MTPF) – Sheila-Mae-Young 

- See MTPF minutes of June 25, 2025 as Appendix B1 

- See MTPF digital vote of July 7, 2025 as Appendix B2 

 

2025-09-032-006 MOTION (J. Payne/T. Meyers) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of 

Elders receive for information the minutes of the Ministry Through Property & Finance Leadership 

Team (MTPF) for meeting held on June 25, 2025, and the results of digital vote held on July 7, 2025. 

CARRIED 
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b) East Central Ontario Region Educational Bursary 

- See ECORC Educational Bursary Fund Application as Appendix C 

 

2025-09-02-007 MOTION (S-M Young/T. Meyers) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council 

of Elders receive and approve the recommendation of the Ministry Through Property & Finance 

Leadership Team to adopt the proposed student bursary application process as outlined in the ECORC 

Educational Bursary Fund Application. CARRIED 

 

c) Zephyr United Church Sale 

2025-09-032-008 MOTION (S-M Young/B. Nicholson) That the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council of Elders accept the Agreement of Purchase and Sale of April 16th 2025, and authorize the 

Trustees of the Zephyr Congregation of the United Church of Canada to sell property situated at 12990 

Durham Regional Road 39, Zephyr, Ontario, L0E 1T0 (LT 38 PL108;UXBRIDGE) to Charlotte Hale 

for a purchase price of two hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($225,000.00). The Trustees of the 

Zephyr Congregation of the United Church of Canada are: Elwood Kirton, Daryl Rush, Wayne 

Rynard, Norma Scott and Bruce Smith. CARRIED 

 

d) Beaverton United Church Sale  

2025-09-032-009 MOTION (S-M Young/B. Nicholson) That the East Central Ontario Regional 

Council of Elders accept the Agreement of Purchase and Sale of July 30th 2025, and authorize the 

Trustees of St. Andrews United Church, Beaverton, to sell property situated at 523 Simcoe Street, 

Beaverton, Ontario, L0K1A0 (PT LT 28, EOF UNIONST; LT 2, PT LT 1, SOF SIMCOEST, PL 81 

(PTLT 13 CON5 30 July September 35,000.00 upon acceptance THORAH); PT LT 14,CON5, 

THORAH, PT 1, 40R6693; BROCK) to Crusaders of The Divine Church of Christ Philippines, Inc. 

Toronto Chapter for a purchase price of seven hundred and ten thousand dollars ($710,000.00). The 

Trustees of St. Andrews United Church, Beaverton are: Jim Clarke, Lynne Lester, and Mike Bishop. 

CARRIED 

 

VI. ECORC events take place in a variety of geographic locations within our Region throughout the year 

 

VII. We hold events every year related to outreach and social justice within our Regional Council  

 

VIII. We observe increasing use of land acknowledgments and more participation in learning opportunities 

related to Respectful Relations and Indigenous Justice 

 

IX. Children, youth and young adults are represented on all decision-making bodies 

 

X. There are events planned for and by children, youth and young adults every year. A significant number of 

these events provide children, youth and young adults with leadership opportunities 

 

XI. There is evidence that inclusive language is becoming the norm in the life and work of our church 

throughout our Regional Council, especially inclusive language and images of God in worship 

 

XII. Reports from equity monitors and meeting notes give evidence of a growing awareness of equity standards 

 

XIII. The number of Communities of Faith designated as Affirming continues to increase 
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XIV. An increasing number of Communities of Faith, along with ECORC and the Council of Elders, are 

developing plans to increase their environmental stewardship 

 

XV. We can document specific actions we have taken to become intercultural 

 

New Business – 

 

a) Peterborough Extension Council Fund  

- See Amendment to the Gift Agreement: The Peterborough Presbytery Extension Council Fund Dated: 

May 30, 2025 as Appendix D1 

- See The Establishment of the Peterborough Presbytery Extension Council Fund as Appendix D2 

 

2025-09-032-010 MOTION (J. Payne/T. Meyer) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of Elders 

approve the Amendment to the Gift Agreement: The Peterborough Presbytery Extension Council Fund 

Dated: May 30, 2025 Between: The Toronto United Church Council (TUCC) and The East Central Ontario 

Regional Council (ECORC) Regarding: The Establishment of the Peterborough Presbytery Extension 

Council Fund (PEC Fund) Originally dated: March 17, 2022 as circulated and attached to these minutes. 

CARRIED 

 

b) Resolution Re: Disbanding Congregation (ECORC Kindred Works Motion re Trustees) 

 

The Council of Elders identified that the issue of lack of trustees for properties in the land trust or recently 

disbanded required some clarity. Going forward, the Speaker, Speaker-Elect and Executive Minister would 

serve as automatic trustees for this purpose. A motion would be required regularly to update the names of 

the trustees when they are no longer serving in these capacities.  

 

2025-09-032-011 MOTION (D. King/D. Moore) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of 

Elders approve the following format re RESOLUTIONS RE: DISBANDED CONGREGATIONS 

 

1. Having approved the request of the following communities of faith to disband the pastoral charge as a 

recognized community of faith with thanks to God for the ministries of these congregations:  

 

• Cedardale United Church, Oshawa, Ontario  

• Simcoe Street United Church, Oshawa, Ontario  

• St. Stephen’s United Church, Oshawa, Ontario  

• Northminster United Church, Oshawa, Ontario  

• Trinity United Church, Bowmanville, Ontario  

 

the Council of Elders of the Regional Council take the following actions effective as of the date that each 

of the aforesaid communities of faith (the “Disbanded Congregations”) disbanded:1.  appoint Stephen 

Coles, Joyce Payne and Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly as trustees for each of the Disbanded Congregations; 

 

2. recommends to the Council of Elders that the property of each of the Disbanded Congregations be 

sold/transferred to the East Central Ontario Regional Trust.  

Furthermore, it is MOVED that:  

 

a. if a pastoral charge closes without naming a Board of Trustees to deal with remaining property, 

Stephen Coles, Joyce Payne and Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly are automatically trustees of the disbanded 

community of faith; and  
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b. in accordance with The Manual (2025) section G.3.3.4c, if a congregation finds themselves with 

only one or two trustees or without any trustees for any reason, Stephen Coles, Joyce Payne and 

Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly are automatically trustees and will serve along with the remaining trustees 

until the full number of trustees has been appointed. CARRIED (J. Payne abstains)  

 

*It was highlighted that the trustees will be the people who occupy the positions of Speaker, Speaker-

Elect and the Executive Minister into the future.  

 

c) AOTS Community Homes 

2025-09-032-012 MOTION (J. Payne/M. Brotherton) That the East Central Ontario Regional Council of 

Elders wishes to legacy AOTS Community Homes as an incorporated ministry, subject to the 

conversations at the congregational level to determine whether the Regional Council is moving that 

authority to the Congregation or to the Corporation. CARRIED 

 

d) Voluntary Associate Ministers DEFERRED TO OCTOBER MEETING 

 

Equity Monitor Report – Rev. David King highlighted the meeting progressed well according to the continued 

practice of self-identifying.  

 

The Speaker declares that all the business having come before this meeting of the Council of Elders was duly 

concluded at 4pm.  

 

Closing Prayer – Stephen Coles 

 

Next Meeting Dates:                   - Tuesday, October 7, 2025 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, November 4, 2025 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, December 2, 2025 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, January 6th, 2026 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, April 7th, 2026 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, May 5th, 2026 (1pm – 4pm) Zoom 

- Tuesday, June 2nd, 2026 (10am – 4pm) In-Person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Steve Coles 

Speaker 

____________________________________ 

Rev. Eric Hebert-Daly  

Executive Minister 
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ECORC Council of Elders - Participation Roster  

   

 Opening worship/Land ack/closing 

prayer 

Equity Monitor 

Roles 

Summer months - urgent decisions will usually be made via email  

October 7, 2025 David King Kaitlyn Ostrander 

November 4, 2025 Michelle Brotherton Sheila-Mae Young 

December 2, 2025 Brian Nicholson Patti James 

January 6, 2026(if needed) David Moore Ted Meyers 

February 3, 2026 Ted Meyers Joyce Payne 

March 3, 2026 Sheila-Mae Young David Moore 

April 7, 2026 Joyce Payne Brian Nicholson  

May 5, 2026 Kaitlyn Ostrander Kevin Fitzpatrick 

June 2, 2026 (in-person) Kevin Fitzpatrick Michelle Brotherton 

 

 

 

 

Appendices 

 

Appendix A East Central Ontario Regional Council Covenant 

Support Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2025 

Pages 10-11 

Appendix B1 MTPF minutes of June 25, 2025 Page 12-22 

Appendix B2 MTPF digital vote of July 7, 2025 Pages 23-26 

Appendix C ECORC Educational Bursary Fund Application Page 27 

Appendix D1 Amendment to the Gift Agreement: The 

Peterborough Presbytery Extension Council Fund 

Dated: May 30, 2025 

Pages 28-33 

Appendix D2 The Establishment of the Peterborough Presbytery 

Extension Council Fund 

Pages 34-35 
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Appendix A 

 

East Central Ontario Regional Council Covenant Support Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2025 

 

A meeting of the Covenant Support Team was held by Zoom on Tuesday June 10, 2025 

at 2:30pm. 

 

Present: Freda Burns, Caroline Giesbrecht, Sharon Goulding, Svinda Heinrichs, Philip Hobbs, 

Patti James, Anne Meredith (scribe), Brian Nicholson, Randy Scott, Kathleen Whyte 

Regrets: Paul Kneebone, Cheryl McMurray, Stephanie Richmond 

Representing the Region: Darren Liepold (acting chairperson), Susan Garrod-Schuster 

 

***** 

 

Darren Leipold welcomed everyone who introduced themselves. The meeting began with a land Acknowledgment. 

***** 

Forum Reports 

 

Ministry Through Property 

New chair of Ministry through Property Sinda Heinrichs clarified her committee’s interaction and communication 

with Covenant Support. 

 

Retirees 

Susan Garrod-Schuster noted that events for companionship and social interaction were to be planned in areas 

where they were needed. Belleville has a monthly meeting of retirees. Many retirees are finding supply work. 

 

Licensed Lay Worship Leaders (LLWL) 

This committee continues to interview one third of the LLWLs per year. There are 23 LLWLs in the Region with 

21 accepting pulpit supply. 

 

***** 

Calls and Appointments 

 

It was moved by Philip Hobbs and seconded by Kathleen Whyte that, after confirming eligibility on Church Hub, 

the Covenant Support Team approve the appointment of the Rev. Kristiane Black to Emmanuel Peterborough 

Community of Faith from September 1, 2025 to August 31, 2026 at 100% time all terms of The United Church of 

Canada Manual being met. Carried. 

 

It was moved by Patti James and seconded by Randy Scott that, after confirming eligibility on Church Hub, the 

Covenant Support Team approve the reappointment of the Rev. Kirby Breithaupt to the Seymour Community of 

Faith at 60% time from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 

all terms of The United Church of Canada Manual being met. Carried. 

 

 

It was moved by Sharon Goulding and seconded by Patti James that, after confirming eligibility on Church Hub, 

the Covenant Support Team approve the call of the Rev. Elaine Hall to Newcastle Community of Faith effective 

July 29, 2025. at 100% time all terms of The United Church of Canada manual being met. Carried. 
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It was moved by Philip Hobbs and seconded by Caroline Giesbrecht that, after confirming eligibility on Church 

Hub, the Covenant Support Team approve the reappointment of the Rev. Don Wilmer to Dunbarton-Fairport 

Community of Faith from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 at 50% time all terms of The United Church of Canada 

Manual being met. Carried. 

 

It was moved by Kathleen Whyte and seconded by Patti James that, confirming eligibility on Church Hub, the 

Covenant Support Team approve the reappointment of the Rev. Bob Root to the Bobcaygeon-Providence 

Community of Faith from July 1, 2025 to July 30, 2026 at 50% time all terms of The United Church of Canada 

Manual being met. Carried. 

 

Three other call/appointments are in the works and will be confirmed by email poll Rev. Doug Ferris at Eldad-

Hampton Community of Faith, Rev. Alan Boyd at Mark Street Community of Faith, Peterborough, and Rev. 

Carolin Giesbrecht at St. John’s Community of Faith, Tweed. 

 

***** 

Situations in the Region 

 

A supportive commission is working with Dunbarton-Fairport Community of Faith. 

Cambridge Street Community of Faith in Lindsay has recommendation from the Region to be followed. A 

commission is working with Campbellford Community of Faith. St. Andrews By the Lake Community of Faith has 

a report coming. An investigator begins work for Lakefield Community of Faith next week. 

 

It was moved by Brian Nicholson and seconded by Caroline Giesbrecht that Patti James be appointed as the pastoral 

charge supervisor for Buckhorn Community of Faith during the second half of the Rev. Rodney Smith-Merkley’s 

sabbatical. Carried. Patti James abstained. 

 

Hampton Community of Faith has approved their governance structure. Pastoral Charge partner Eldad Community 

of Faith is working on theirs and then the Pastoral Charge will approve their governance structure. The Covenant 

Support Team will check this fall that these workings are moving forward. 

***** 

New Business 

 

It was moved by Anne Meredith and seconded by Caroline Giesbrecht that Patti James be chairperson of the 

Covenant Support Team. Carried. 

 

It was decided that meetings would continue to be held on the third Tuesday of the month at 2:30pm. The next 

meeting will be held Tuesday September 16, 2025 at 2:30 pm on Zoom. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Rev. S. Anne Meredith 
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ECORC Educational Bursary Fund Application 

 

December 1, 2024 – Please note that applications are now closed. If Candidates have any questions or concerns, 

they may contact Rev. Mary-Jane Hobden at ecorcbursary@gmail.com. 

If you are a Candidate for ministry from The East Central Ontario Regional Council (ECORC) and were enrolled 

at an accredited theological school during the period September 2023 to August 2024, you are eligible for the 

ECORC Student Bursary. Bursary money is available to those who are Candidates in the Ordained or Diaconal 

streams and in school. This money has been made available from the bursary funds of the former Bay of Quinte 

Conference. The amount of bursaries each year is dependent upon the available funds in the bursary account as 

well as the number of Candidates applying. The amount each Candidate receives is based upon the number of 

courses being taken during the year. The courses are based all courses taken throughout the year, not just the 

traditional academic year, but summer courses as well. Equivalencies are given for those who are in programs 

which do not follow the traditional academic outline to ensure that those studying in the AST distance program or 

through CCS, for example, receive the same level of funding.> 

ALL ABOVE TO BE REPLACED WITH 

 

EAST CENTRAL ONTARIO REGION EDUCATIONAL BURSARY 

POLICY: 

The East Central Ontario Regional Council (ECORC) has made available to any Candidate for ministry from 

ECORC and enrolled at an accredited theological school during any September 1 to August 31 year, the ECORC 

Student Bursary.  Bursary money is available to those who are Candidates in the Ordained or Diaconal Streams. 

Originally the bursary funds were made available from the former Bay of Quinte Conference.  The amount of the 

annual bursaries is dependent on the funds in the Bursary account and the number of Candidates applying as well 

as the number of total courses taken by Candidates throughout the year.  (traditional academic year and summer 

courses) Equivalencies are given to those in programs that do not follow the traditional academic outline.  Funds 

are available for courses not completed successfully or if withdrawal necessary. 

PROCEDURE: 

Eligible applicants are requested to complete the application form on the ECORC web site at 

https://ecorcuccan.ca/resources/ecorc-student-bursary-application/ or submit a letter to ECORC with the following 

documentation.  It is anticipated that the letter will be submitted at the time the documents are available.  Please do 

not wait until the August 31 year end. 

Documentation: 

 -name, address, e-mail address, phone number and candidacy stream 

 -course(s) outline 

 -course(s) invoice or receipt of payment 

 -void cheque so direct deposit can be used 

 

Bursary applications will be reviewed by the Grant task force of ECORCs Ministry through Property and Finance 

in the first weeks of September and funds transferred to the applicants by mid October of each year. 

If waiting to mid October for funds will cause hardship for the applicant, please consult your advisor or the ECORC 

support minister. 

2025-26 Darren Liepold        dliepold@united-church.ca 
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