
Property & Finance   MANSE FUNDS POLICY 
This policy outlines the restrictions on use of Manse Funds held by communities of faith. 
 
Date of Approval:  Aug 28,2019  Date of review by Property & Finance Committee: Aug 21, 2019 

 
 
BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT:   
All property of communities of faith are held in trust for the United Church of Canada by the trustees. This includes 
land, buildings, funds and investments and any other kind of property. The Trustees must comply with the United 
Church of Canada’s requirements for Boards of Trustees in matters related to communities of faith property. A 
manse is such a property, but the Regional Council is responsible for making decisions on requests from 
communities of faith relating to the purchase or sale of a manse and for the use of proceeds arising from the sale 
of a manse property. The Regional Council will respect existing arrangements made with Presbyteries that are 
supported by motions, and that permission to use funds (through existing agreements) must be addressed to the 
Regional Council Assembly of Elders and not to Presbyteries or Conference. 
With the recommendation from UCC through the GC 45, the disbursement of Net Funds has been revised. 
To support the Indigenous Ministries, 20% of the Net Funds from the sale of the Manse will be forwarded to the 
East Central Ontario Region to be transferred to the UCC for Indigenous Ministries.  (increase from 10 to 20%) 
 
The Policy regarding Manse Funds be amended to include a statement that Based on the Offered amount of the 
property, if the Offered amount is equal or greater than $800,000, 20% of the amount will be disbursed to the 
Indigenous Ministries. 
If the Offered amount is less than $800,000,  10% of the amount will be disbursed to the Indigenous Ministries. 
 

1. Manse Capital Funds and Use of Income. The capital of manse funds shall be invested by the Board of 
Trustees and the income from investment may be used by communities of faith to fund ministerial 
compensation. The ECORC Property & Finance Committee will be able to approve a onetime use of 
income from manse funds to a maximum of $25,000 provided all other criteria within this policy are met.  
Requests over $25,000 will go to the Regional Council for discussion and consideration. If a community of 
faith returns with a second request for use of income, this will come to the Regional Council for 
consideration.  

 
2. Other Permitted Uses of Excess Manse Capital Funds & Regional Council Mandated $150,000 Manse 

Reserve Fund The Regional Council will allow greater flexibility with respect to usage of manse capital, 
subject to the approval of the ECORC Property & Finance Committee, some or all of the manse capital 
funds held by the Trustees that are in excess of the mandated $150,000 manse reserve fund, may be used 
for the following purposes:  

a. To fund the purchase of ministerial housing, 
b. For a mortgage for ministerial housing, 
c. Bridge financing to facilitate the sale of church property, if needed during an amalgamation,  
d. Capital renovation projects within the community of faith’s property, and   
e. Other major capital projects that may be needed by a community of faith.  

Caution: If any capital funds are expended for the purposes as noted in Items a) to e) above, the income 
from that capital will no longer be available to offset ministerial compensation and the income must then 
be derived from other sources. 

   
3. Minimum Manse Fund Reserve, $150,000 The minimum value of the unencumbered manse fund reserve 

to be held by the Board of Trustees shall not be less than $150,000 or the net proceeds from the sale of 
the manse.  Where manse fund capital values are currently less than $150,000, this change in policy will 
have no effect.   

 



4. Uses of the Mandated $150,000 Manse Fund Reserve   The manse reserve fund shall be retained by the 
Board of Trustees for potential use, with prior Regional Council approval, for ministerial compensation 
where a community of faith is not able to fulfill its financial obligations to a minister or for other uses 
related to the closing/ disbandment of a community of faith, as approved by the Regional Council. 


